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Church and Kingdom of God. He 
required the Spirit and power of God 
to enable him to discharge his duties 
acceptably. 

Singing. Prayer by Elder Terry. 


— 2.30 p.m. 
Singing. Prayer by Elder Margetts. 


Sac dmini 
e Sacrament was administered by 
Elders Clayton and, Parnham. Four 
persons who had been baptized in the 
Me by Elder Dunbar, were con- 
firmed by the laying on of hands. 
Elder Margetts occupied a short 
time speaking upon the first principles 
of the Gospel. He also said he had 
associated with the Latter-day Saints 
for the last thirty years, and knew 


them to be a God-fearing people. He 


testified that the everlasting Gospel 
had been restored through the Prophet 
Joseph Smith. 

Elder Nicholson spoke upon the 
character of the Church of Christ, in 
organization, principle, ordinances and 

wer, as established by the Savior, in 

is earthly ministry. He claimed that 
a Church that was devoid of similar 
features could not possibly be entitled 
to recognition as the same system. He 
also gave some details of the openin 
of the work of God in these days an 
the inauguration of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 


after the ancient pattern. 


Singing. Prayer by * 
— m. 
Singing. Prayer by Elder Finch 


Singing. 
der Cliff spoke for a short time 
D the first principles of the Gospel. 
e said it is written of the Savior 
that he came not to do his own wi 
but the will of his Father that sent 
him. The history given of him furn- 
ishes us with an example worthy our 
imitation. He organized his Church 
with apostles and prophets, for the 


perfecting of the Saints, until all 
should have come to a unity of the 
faith. The ancients, being in posses- 
sion of the Holy Ghost, were enabled 
to foretell what should come to pass 
in the last da They foretold an 
apostacy from the true faith and a res- 
toration. He testified that the same 
order of things now exists in the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, as in the former-day Church. 
The elders of to-day are willing to 


devote their lives to God’s service, 


though they may be called to leave 


fathers, mothers, wives and children 


for the Gospel’s sake. ; 

Elder Rampton bore testimony to 
the truths that had been spoken and 
made a few timely remarks upon the 
position held by the servants of God, 
in warning the people and instructing 
the Saints. 

President Budge alluded to the fact 
that many people could not refrain 
from remarking the absence in the so- 
called Christian churches of to-day of 
the gifts and blessings that character- 
ized the Church of Christ anciently. 
He explained that it arose from a lac 
of authority from God and because of 
a general non-compliance with the 
laws and requirements upon which 
those blessings are predicated. He 
bore testimony that the true system 
of the Christian faith had been set up 
in this day, by revelation, as exempli- 
fied by the existence of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 


There was a goodly number of 
Saints and strangers present at the 
afternoon and evening meetings. 


| Open-air meeting convened in the 


market-place, between the services, 

which was addressed by Elder C. 
L. French. 

JuS. S. P. BowLER, 

Cler 


He who is false to present duty breaks a thread in the loom, and will see 
the effect when the weaving of a lifetime is unraveled. 

Compassion is an emotion of which we ought never to be ashamed. Ever 

particularly in youth, it is the star of sympathy ; and noble is the 

— that melts at the tale of woe. We should not 22 ease and indul- 


gence to contract our affections and wrap us up in sel 


h enjoyment ; but we 


should accustom ourselves to think of the distresses of human life, of the 
solitary sufferer, the sick couch, and with tender hands and voice alleviate, as 
far as we may, the ills and sorrows of our common humanity. 


. 
* 


160 \LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ “MILLENNIAL STAR. 


“POETRY. 


O- 


GUIDE M E M V FATHER. 


Guide me, my Father, with thy 
While trav’ling to the promised. land, 
Guide me, I ould aleng the ‘way. . 
That Thou would’st have ine 80 to-day... 


I cannot tell if that of this an) wee | 
Of paths that meet the right one is, ; a 
But when I have Thy keeping care | ie 
I journey safely anywhe ere. | 


If dark the day or way . 
Or rough. Ah, what is that to me! 
God leads and will control the storm, „ 
And keep his faithful ones from harm. ‘ai 


Who trusts in Thee the victory wis, 
Before temptation’s fray begins. 
This is my rook and my — 

I trust and wield 


* 
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D I E D. 

Hope At Whitech London, Oct. 16th, 1879, of ge debility, 
aged 74 years. She was till Oat Utah 

Harpwincs.—At Elden, Durham Go, Feb. ith „1880, f scarlet forer, er, Rachael 
inden 2 years. Also, Feb. 18th, 1880 same | ve are oF 

of Thomas and Jane Hardwi e. Utah papers 

‘CrarK.—At Eldon; Durham Co. Aun, daughter of. and Elizabeth’ 
Olark, aged 2 years and 4 months,—Utah papers please copy. 

Goop At Maxstoke, Warwickshire, Feb. 237.0 ‘of debility, 72 
Goode, aged 82 years and 8 months. She was! der Wm. Bramall at 
Fillongley, 1849.— Utah papers please co. 

BnxwERn. At Hennefer Summit County, Feb. Ach, of of the! 
Ne Boreham, son of William G. and Lavina E. Brewer, aged . and 13 days. 

66 ews.”’ 

SPENCE.— e 17th W Salt C Feb. Peritinitis 
he are C. Vand Salt, Take City, Buh, 1880, of and 6 News,” 

‘Curier.—At Lehi, Utah, Feb. 1 1880, of pleural fever, Mary Ann, the beloved 


daughter of Thomas R. and ura E utler, ag 6 years and 4 montlis,—** He erald.” | 1 
oggan: Deceased was born in ne 1819, Where 

received the „News.“ 
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there shall be 5 in divers p 
troubles ; ; these ar 


and 
ces, ! there shall be famines and 
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[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 147. 


| _NEPHI, THE SON OF HELEMAN THE. 
YOUNGER. | 


| hi we have one of the great- 
est prophets that ever trod the earth, 
or to whom the of our salvation 
‘revealed His glorious will. He lived 
during the greater portion of the first 
‘century before Christ, and disappear- 
ed bye the knowledge of mankind 
but a short time before the advent of 
‘the Messiah as a babe in Bethlehem. 
He is first referred to in the Book of 
‘Mormon’ (B.C. 44) as the elder of 
have These two brothers a 
to have been inseparable during t 
they are ost always 

‘Hensal as associated in the great and 
oft-times perilous labors of the mini- 

undertaken for the salvation of 

ot er Nephites or Lamanites, 

have no information with 
‘the time of Nephi’s 
his father died, in I: 
he succeeded him as ‘c 


In Ne 


men- 


duties of which office he filled with 


| wisdom and justice for about nine 


years, when, owing to the wickedness 
of the people, he resigned that office, 
and Cezoran was chosen by the people 
‘in his stead (B.C. 30 


The years. that Nephi judged his 


are some 

phite histo ae to their 

great uity, the 
t 


pride an 
them to eles ves, and th 
became weak like unto the isa 
ites, man for man. When war was 
declared, the latter, being — the 
more numerous, carried e 
r| before them. In vain the N — 
ir | struggled for their homes their 
liberties. 
the hordes of t 
& city, from land to land. 
Moroni,’ and even 
fell. Nor did the war. ead 
‘when ie ‘Lamanites 
‘held carnival in ‘of ity 
an pe ward swept 
the invading host; backward, ‘yet 


5. 


were forced back by 
pd jo Mant 


* 
. 
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backward, fled the defenders of the 


Commonwealth, and backward they 
continued until every town and city, 
every tower and fort from Melek to 
Moroni, from Manti to Bountiful, 
were filled with the savage, half-disci- 
plined, dark-skinned warriors of La- 
msn. Not a place could be found in 
the whole southern continent where 
the soldiers of the Nephites success- 
— held their ground. Zarahemla 
with, its hallowed „ 
glorious temples, where the daily 
sacrifice was unceasingly offered, its 

proud palaces, its luxurious hom 
its courts of justice, where the chief 
judge sat in the magnificence of almost 
Lingly authority to administer the 
law—this their queen city, the seat of 
their government, the head centre of 
their civilization, the home of their 
highest priesthood, was in the hands 
of their merciless, vandal-like foes. . 
Nor had the danger — ; with 
hurried hands they built a line of 
defence across the Isthmus of Panama 
from sea to sea, for the unnumbered 
hosts of their conquerors were still 
— northward. This line of 
ortifications was effectual, it stopped 
the roll of the barbaric tide north- 
ward, and the Lamanite commanders 
with the conquest of a conti- 
nent. From Panama to Terra del 

Fuego they held undisputed sway. 
ese ri deserved misfortunes 


brought the 


en 


not venture, the conduct of the people 
was not sufficiently roamed they 
had not repented in fullness of heart 
and: purpose. So he waited in the 
hope of a better and brighter day, 
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when the people would have thorough- 
ly turned from all their besetting sins, 


and when he, in the — of the 
God of Israel, could lead them on to 


victory. Thus Zarahemla still re- 


mained in the hands of the foe. 

When Nephi retired from the judg- 
ment seat, it was with the intention 
of devoting his entire time to the 
preaching of the Gospel. He associ- 
ated his brother Lehi with him, and 
commeneing at the most northerly 
settlement on the southern continent 
— Bountiful — he journeyed and 
preached throughout all the land 
southward in the possession of the 
Nephites. From thence the two 
brothers passed onwards to Zara- 
hemla, where they found many Neph- 
ite dissenters, to whom they pro- 
claimed the word of God in great 
power. Numbers of these confessed 
their — were baptized unto repent- 
ance, and immediately returned to 
their brethren to repair, if possible, 
the wrongs they had done, and make 
such restitution as lay in their power. 
Numbers of the Lamanites re- 
ceived the truth gladly, insomuch that 
eight thousand of them were baptized 
in Zarahemla and the regions round 
about. 

From Zarahemla, Nephi and Lehi — 
proceeded south to the land of Nephi, 


where they were captured by an army 


of the Lamanites, and thrust into the 
very same prison in which the sons of 
ing Mosiah were beforetime con- 
great y thelr savage 
captors ; food was denied them, and 
it was decided to kill them. en 
the officers commissioned with 
carrying out of this cruel decision 
arrived at the 2 they found the 
two prophets encircled about as if by 
a pillar of fire. This sight filled them 
with awe; they durst not attempt to 


his execute their orders; they held 


from la ds on the prison 
lest thar should be burned ; but 
observed that the two brothers 


stood unhurt and unterrified in the 


midst. of the ascending flames. Em- 


boldened by the trepidation of the 
Lamanite officials, Nephi and Lehi 
stood forth and explained to them 
that it was by the power of God that 
this marvelous thing had happened ; 


a ephites partly to their 
senses—they began to repent. Taking 
advantage of this change in the state 
of their feelings, Nephi, Lehi, and 
their general, Moro preached 
muergetically, and uttered many pro- 
phecies concerning what would most 
assuredly come upon them if they 
did not amend their ways. After a 
time Moronihah felt that they had 
sufficiently humbled themselves for 
: the Lord to measurably be with them N 
and he once more ventured to lead back 
the Lamanites. Step 
by step they regained their former 3 
possessions, until all the most northern 
settlements had been — 


— 
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that it had been manifested that they 
might learn that no one could harm 
them, and that they were the servants 
of the Most High, and His almigh 


arm ‘shielded mem. Nor was this all: | the 


a sudden 


tottered to the 


the 

foun ick 

covered all whom curiosity or ſother 

„ had gathered to the prison. 

e unburning flame, the tottering 
walls, the the im- 
penetrable cloud of biackneas, all con- 
spired to fill their hearts with solemn 
fear and awful dread. They realized 
the ighty power of God; they 
were with the sense of their own 
abject insignificance. A voice, the 
voice of one whom they knew not, 
sounded in their — pe ears, once, 
and again, yea, a third time, and each 
time that the voice came it was fol- 
lowed by the trembling of the earth 
and the shaking of the prison walls. 
All nature quivered at the presence of 
„ impenetrable dark- 

— 1 enshrouded them. From 
above the. voice descended, it was 
outside the its tones came not 
to their qu : 
of the pealing thunder, nor was it like 
the tumultuous flow of angry, ragin 
waters, but it was “a still voice o 
perfect. mildness,” almost a whisper, 
that pierced to their inmost souls. 
That voice was tho voice of the migh 
God of Jacob, and He called upon 
those who heard Him to repent, and 
to do His servants no ill, and with 
the third repetition of this command 
were added marvelous words of salva- 


tion that cannot be uttered by men. 
And because of the thick pall of dark- 


ness that enveloped them, and the 
fearful 


dread that filled their hearts, 


none durst move ; fear, astonishment, 
| 3 me of what was to come, 

d riveted each to the spot on which 
he stood. | 
Now among the crowd was a Neph- 
ite dissenter, an apostate from the 
true Church, named Aminadab. This 
man — to turn his face in 
the direction where the two disciples 
stood, beheld that their faces shone 
with a glorious light, and that they 
were conversing some one who 
appeared to be above them, for their 


Ww 
pall of thick darkness: 


hearts with the roar. 


| 


a 


: 
8. 

* 


163 


eyes were turned heavenward. Amin- 
adab drew of wee 
surrounde rious ap- 
pearance, and the ol} that bound 
mwas sufficiently removed to 
them to turn towards the 
prisoners and to become. witnesses of 
the fact also. “What do all these 
things mean?’ they ay in- 
quired. “ They do converse with the 
angels. of God,” answered Aminadab, 
“What shall we do that this cloud of 
darkness may be was their 
next question. “You must repent 
and ery unto the Voice, even until ye 
shall have faith in Christ,” he replied. 
They did cry unto God with all the 
energy that their terrifying surround- 
ings inspired, and so continued to 
supplicate until the cloud was dis- 
pe when, to their t surprise, 
they discovered that they also were 
entombed in a pillar of living fire. 
Yet this fire did not hurt them, it did 
not singe their garments, it did not 
consume the prison but their 
terror was swept away, they were 
filled with a joy that was u ble, 
for the — Spirit of God filled their 
souls, and they broke forth in marvel- 
ous words of praise and rejoicing. 
Again a pleasant searching whisper 
— their laddened 5 It said 
unto the peace be unto you 
because o your 18 in my well- 
beloved, who was from the founda- 
tion of the world.“ Now there were 
about 300 souls who heard and saw 
these things, and they cast up their 
eyes unto heaven, which was opened 
to their vision, and holy angels came 
down and ministered unto them. : 
The tidings of this glorious ap- 
ing were — spread near and 
ar in the lands where the Lamanites 
dwelt, and so powerful was the testi- 
mony and s great were the evidences, 
that the major portion of the le. 
believed, repented. and 
Gospel. Then, like all true Saints,’ 
they manifested the sincerity of their’ 
repentance by works of restitution ; 
they laid down their weapons of war, 
they cast asidé their false traditions, 
their hatred 
they resto 
hemla and the other lands 
taken from them (B.C. 30). 


ve . to love, an 
to the Nephites Zara- 


was the reformation in their character, 


* 
— 
| 
| 
er 
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80 tadieal wus the — in ‘their | teac 
habits, that nolan 
in faith and: ‘Works 
ess. It is a lamentable faet that 
at this time many of the latter had 
me harde impenitent and 
ly wicked. But thers were those 
who still remained faithful in 
truth, whose hearts greatly rejoiced 
at the conversion of their former foes. 
This joy was, the next year, greatly 
increased by the arrival of many 
missionaries from among the hitherto 
darkened and beni ted people. The 
tables were ve ; the two races 


— — of — — 


less they o 

ed the it mouth an fille: ft — 
with juspited words of truth. The 
Holy Spirit sealed their utteran 


the and many of the Nephites believed. 


Nor were Nephi and Lehi idle, they 

were sounding the Gospel trum 

— 7 and loud, in lordly Zarahe 
its ‘tributary districts, and then; 

— — of the Lamanite priest- 


bad changed places; ‘Laman was 


BE CONTINUED] 


5 1 


* 


JOSEPH SMITHS 


PROPHETIC CALLING. 


Smith an authorized 
prophet of . This is a question 
of momentous importance. Like 
every matter involving the weal or 
woe of mankind, the answer should 
not be given in haste. The evidence 
should 
before a — is — 
e who} at conclusions 
ing men 72 whether for or 
against, 82 a scrutinizing exami- 
nation, is liable to err in judgment. 
Such a person is likely also to be guil- 
of injustice. In addition to the vital 
interests involved, that kindly liberal- 
ity that should characterize the beha- 
vior of man to his fellow, requires that | | 
a. plea in behalf of the divinity of the 


Was Jose 


mission of Joseph Smith should be 


2 voice is against 

validity of the claim of Joseph Smith 
to being a true prophet. Public senti- 
| t on such a subject has no force. 
| tit have any bearing 2 it at all it 
must be favorable, because of prece- 
If repudiation is evi- 
genuineness of 
J — soph mith’ it would be 
sensible to recognize its ten- 
directed against the 
eemer of he world, whose igno- 
minious death and sufferings were 
effected by the tide of the popular 
will. The same may be as readily 
applied to nearly the whole of the 


earefully scanned and | ed against 
ed. | Joseph, effectually demo] 


holy * since ‘the 
against whom the waves of po 
feeling, as a rule, surged like thes, 
waters of an angry sea. Then 
will consider the evidence of | 
sentiment of the multitude, as — 


t the claim of the the prophet 


The prevailing. rding pro- 
phets is that, in the ras the 
generality of go-called-Christian — 
ers, they are not needed now. They 
were merel quired ta establish the: 
Charch t in its incipiency.“ 
Of course some excuse must be ad- 
83 for the non-existence of divine- 
commissioned and inspired men in 
e various churches. It would not- 
do to say such men are — * because: 


have them would immedia 

However, we think it is not — ani 
— matter to show, scripturally, that 

such men are not only needed, but 

that the existence of the true Church: 

of Christ without them is an absolute“ 


ibility. 

We ‘direct the 
chap. of Paul's Epistle to the E he- 
sians. The 8th verse says: en: 
he (Christ) ascended up on 4 he- 
led captivity captive and gave gifts 
unto men.“ Ne read from the ‘11th: 
to the 13th — inelusine: And be 


gave som ; and some, pro- 
phets, an évangelists ; and) 


‘Proceeded to the 


the question as to why —— tage oe do not 


— 


— fore it - be established 


phetic gi 
rise of the primitive Church flies 
before the scriptural statement. that 
they were to remain till we all come | 
8 to à unity of the faith.” An unpreju- 
died, dispassionate Christian reasoner | 
will at once freely admit. that the pre- 


controversial condition o 
Presents anything else than a united | channel 


pos pastors, and the 


God, unto a 
feet. mar 
stature of the — of Christ. That 
we henceforth be no more children, 
tossed. to and fro, and carried about 
with every ye of doctrine, by the 
sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, 
‘whereby they lie in wait to — 


Jake the assertions of the apostate i 


so-called Christian Churches in regard 
to the non-essentiality of inspired 
nen and prophets and place them 
juxta-position with the teachings 
a aul, and what do we discover ? 
We observe the widest discre epancy 
between them. Those inspired men 
were given to the Church “for the 
of the Saints.” Conse- 


ey are no longer needed it 


ae — be proved that the Saints 

zor members of the Church have 
reached perfection. To claim that 
this is the case would be too glaringly 
absurd in the face of existing facts. 
Imperfection bei 
tion of the professors of what is 
termed 


the evident condi- 


tian religion, the necessi- 


ty of the agencies appointed of God 
„to bring about a more perfect state 
must be admitted as reasonable and 
Seriptural. 


Another object of the existence in 


the Church of inspired apostles and 
: prophets, ate. — “the work of the 
ministry.“ Th hey 


being appointed of 
God, and not of men, for that purpose, 


to assume that because they do not 
exist in the churches is sufficient evi- 


dence that they are not required is 


equal to an assumption that the 
. work of the ministry.” is unnecessary. 


‘The untenable claim that men endow- 
ed with divine authority and pro- 
ts were only necessary in the 


embittered, 
Christendom 


dent dist divid 


2 


the | 
bring bout. 
unity is moa clearly: — 


the measure of t the 


state, which inspired men were cont 
by teachings; to 
The desiteableness of 


more children, to and 
carried about by eve wind of doc- 
trine, by the sleight of men.“ That is 
the present contlition of reli- 
gious affairs, the people being wafted 
about by 22 whimsical, sensational 
o rative 
individuals, to play upon the w 
ward, flitting religious n 


the misguided masses. W 
the people, be not deceived py Se 
who,“ make merchandize of the soujs 
of men,’ A. teaching the repudiation 
oly men can alone relieve the 
— worshipper from being en- 
in the turbulent sea of doubt 
his feet upon the stedfast 
rock of certainty. 

There can be no question as to the 
present existence o r throu 
whom the will of God eould be ta 
being desirable. Then, the ty 

just and ‘unchangeable, 910 
— d it be considered unlikely that 
he should give good 1 men ROW . 
as well as anciently? If the people 
now are as. deserving. as the ancients 
were, why should the present: — 
tion be denied the enjoyment o 
privileges in relation to bein divinas 
tanght “ Surely there can be no — 
If a person present himself as a 
pep het, and offer reasons in ＋ 
the genuine character of his e 
it is only fair that his evidence be 
calmly and impartially considered, 
that, if spurious, he may be repudi- 
ated and, if genuine, j joyfally 

But surely, in ad essing: professing 
Christians, it should be unnecessary 
to dwell upon the necessity — — de- 
sirableness of havi - vinel: 
men, commission 
whom the will of the 1 —— could. 
manifested. as in days of old. Neither 
— it be requisite to elaborate 
upon the — of expeoting 
such heaven - appoin to 
make their ap 1 
To anticipate the Almighty 
continue to permanently 
of: — 
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odx of Clirist z sill we all come 
eval 


And in 
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himself and his creatures closed is 
the Bible being preguant with glorion: 
the Bible ant with ous 
romi shat the manifestation of i 


‘power in the last days will dwarf into 
com ve insigni all previous 
exhibitions of that character. 
much so that the mighty miracles 
wrought in behalf of children of 
Israel, on the occasion of their exodus 
from the land of Egypt, will be swal- 
lowed up in the magnitude of the 
latter-day operations of divine inter- 
322 ( Ezek. xx, 34—36 ; 
Jer. xvi, 14—16.) 
Among the innumerable unfounded 
popular impressions i 
‘the Latter-day Saints is 
effect that they do not believe in the 
- teachings of the Old and New Testa- 
‘ments, Some of the more ignorant 
people go so far in a misconception of 
‘their true character as to be imbued 
with the utterly preposterous idea 
that they do not even believe in the 
‘Savior at all. The very name of the 
organization — the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints—a title 
we claim to have been given by reve- 
lation from God, should be enough to 
explode the latter fallacious view. 
to the belief of the 


‘ Saints in the teachings and doctrines 


of the Bibl 


* 


the organism of the ec- 
clesiastical body should be evidence 
enough on that point. All the officers 
and councils named in the New Testa- 
ment are les high in it; hénce there 
are apostles, priests, seventi 

elders, bishops, priests, teachers — 


deacons, the duties and functions of 


those several offices of the 


nuine 


priesthood being clearly understood 


and defined. It Is required that every 
officer should understand the character 
his position and the relationship he 


». sustains in it towards all other autho- 


- 
. 


rities, producing the most desirable 


unity and beautiful harmony. | 
This symetrical perfection, this 
shapely figure, the result of the most 


exquisite niceness of organization and 


‘4 


completely detailed definition of the 
functions of each portion of the body- 
ous is, in our view, a very deci- 


ded evidence of the divinity of the 


mission of the great prophet of the 
ninetsenth century. 


It accords with 


ng 
one to the 


his | divisions, to the human ‘body: TI 


of Christ, and members in 
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figu : 1 by which the true Church of 
of parts and jonious - ing of 


preservation of this completeness is 
an absolute necessity. How can the 


So human bodily structure be deemed 


ect when it is decapitated, when 
enuded of its extremities, or when 
the trunk is lacerated or divided into 
pieces. No detached part can, in its 
separate capacity, be denominated a 
body, neither can the ism be 
called perfect when deprived of even 
the most inferior of its members. 
How then, on the same ground, can a 


church, as — to a y, be 
called the Church of Christ if it repu- 
diate or is devoid of apostles, prophe 
high priests, seventies and other vi 
parts that, according to New Testa- 
ment teachings, comprise necessarily 
the most important portions of that 
harmonious inaugurated 
among men by the Savior of the 
world and his ancient apostles ? 
How anxious the A Paul was 

to im upon the minds of the peo- 

le the positiveness of the necessity 
or the preservation of the organiza- 
tion of the Church in its entirety. 
Hear what he says on the subject, 
1 Cor. xii, 14—21, “ For the body is 
not one member, but many. If the 
foot shall say, Because I am not the 
hand, I am not of the body; is it 
therefore not of the body? If the 
whole body were an eye, where were 
the hearing? If the whole were 
hearing, where were the smelling ? 
But now hath God set the members 
every one of them in the body, as it. 
hath pleased him. And if they were 
all one member, where were the body? 
But now are they many members, but. 
one body. And the eye cannot say 
unto the hand, I have no need of thee ; 
nor again the head to the feet, I have 
no need of you.” 

To show that Paul had special refer- 
ence, in his advocacy of the preserva- 
tion of the body in the ection of 
its to the officers and gifts of 
the Church, it will profit the reader to 
peruse the 27th and 28th verses of the 
same chapter : “ Now ye are the body 
icular. 


And God hath set some in the Church, 


first apostles, secondarily prophets, 


tie 
“ 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
= 
| requently recurring scriptural 
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' thirdly teachers, after that miracles, 
then gifts of healings, helps, govern- 
ments, diversities of tongues. 

After this pattern has the Church, 
revealed anew in this age, been set up 
through the instrumentality of the 

ring man Joseph Smith who, like 
his ivine Master, was slain on ac- 
count. of the testimony he bore to a 
perverse generation, and our reader 
may well pause and ask himself the 
vital question, Where else in all the 
world can I find a church similar to 
that of ancient times ? 

In case of the possibility of a mis- 
understanding arising from subse- 
quent teachings of the Apostle Paul, 
as shown in the 8th, 9th and 10th 
verses of the following chap., xiii of 1 
Cor., we will quote it: Charity 
never faileth ; but whether there be 
prophecies, they shall fail; whether 
there be tongues, they shall cease ; 
whether there shall be knowledge, it 
shall vanish away. 


For we know in J 
[To BE CONTINUED. | 
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part, and we prophesy in part. But 


when that which is perfect is come, 
that which is in - shall be done 
away.” This may be weakly held as 
an excuse for advancing the unprofit- 


able view of the necessary abolition 
of inspired officers and miraculous 


gifts and power. But how flimsy such 
an attitude as when it is consid- 
ered that such an abolition can only 
occur by the substitution of a condi- 
tion of perfection. To claim that the 
various so-called Christian Churches 
have arrived at the acme of that situ- 


ation would betray an tistical 
effrontery that would reach the high- 
est point of absurdity. Let us hope 


manent flight from religious profes- 
sors, and that they will agree with 
the ancient apostle that those officers, 
institutions and gifts were to be re- 
moved only when, through their 
educational agency, a perfect condition 
should be reach | 


that mt Aight fe not yet taken a per- 


— 


Trials are moral ballast that often prevent our capsizing. When we have 
much to carry, heaven rarely fails to fit the back to the burden; where we 


have nothing to 


we can seldom bear ourselves. The burdened vessel may 


be slow in reaching the destined point, but the vessel without ballast is in 


iminent danger of not reaching it at all. 
A BanK-Note wrrn A Story.—Not long 


curiosities in Paris, who had devoted „ sums of money to the gath- 


ering together of bank-notes of all countries and all values, became 
ank of England five-pound note to which an unusually strange story 


sor of a 


was attached. This note was paid into a Liver 


the posses- 
1 merchant's office in the 


some 


ordinary way of business sixty-one Jacht ago, and its recipient, the cashier of 


the firm, while holding it up to the 


faint red marks upon it which, on closer examination, proved to 


ht to test its genuineness, noticed 


semi-effaced 


words, scrawled in blood between the printed lines and upon the blank margin 
of the note. ee ee were taken to decipher these partly-obliter- 


ated characters, and even y t 


e following sentence was made out—“ If this 


note should fall into the hands of John Dean of Longhill, near Carlisle, he will 


learn hereby that his brother is ny 
y 


was promptly communicated with 


hi “Bg 
bing 22 in Algiers 


Mr. Dean 
er of the note, and he appealed 


to the Government of the day for assistance in his endeavor to obtain his 
brother 's release from captivity. The prisoner, who, as it subsequently appear- 
ed, had traced the above sentence upon the note with a splinter of wood 


dipped in his own blood, had been a slave to the Dey of 
Inissive first attracted attention in a 


years, when his stran 


for eleven 


count- 
ing-house. His family and friends had long believed him dead. Eventually 
his brother, with the aid of the British authorities in the Mediterran 


su 


eceeded in ransoming him from the Dey, and brought him home to England 


where however he did not long survive his release, his constitutlon havin 


been irreparably injured by exposure, privations, and 


galleys. 


orced labor in the Dey’s 


1 
| 

18 
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MONDAY, MARCH 15, 1880. 


DUTIES PERTAINING TO THE BRANCHES. 
BRaNcuEs of the Church are organized and perpetuated wherever the Gospel 
gains 2 foothold. The objects of such organizations should be clearly under- 
stood. They are the means, established by revelation from God, of keeping 
the Saints together, that they may be properly taught, and their interests 
consolidated as much as practicable 2 * remain in an ungathered con- 
dition. 

They are, or should be, so many entre from which a knowledge of the 
Gospel spreads in every direction among the people, as a star sheds its rays 
of light to illuminate the darkness otherwise enveloping surrounding space. 
That this may be the case, each branch should be organized in completeness, 
that every function pertaining to its system may be properly and effectively 
performed. 

It is the case with some branches that too much of the spiritual and tempo- 3 
ral business belonging to, and that ought to be done within, themselves, is 
left to be performed by the brethren engaged in the traveling ministry. This 
is not proper, for several reasons. All business of every character should be 
done by those appointed for the purpose. Unless this course be pursued, 
the admonition of Paul, to do “ All things decently and in order,” cannot be 
followed. 

We throw out suggestions in this direction that the traveling ministers may 
be relieved from performing labors that properly belong to the internal 
arrangements of the branches, and thus give them more liberty and time to 
attend to matters that more immediately belong to the duties of their appoint- 
ments. If this advice be followed, the work of spreading the truth will be 
in process as vigorously in the absence of the traveling elders from the 
branches as when they happen to be present. 

We have already expressed our views in relation to the brethren and sisters 
being organized in the branches for the distribution of the written word. 
We are pleased to observe the readiness with which this counsel is being 
followed in most localities. We have also advanced suggestions regarding 
open-air preaching. In the prosecution of those labors the branches should 
not wait for the personal presence of the traveling elders, but they should be 
carried on as vigorously when they are.absent as when they are present and 
participating. If these ideas are not practically applied the work will a. 
seeing that the elders are not omni-present. 


. 
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Of course wheréver the elders sojourn they participate in those ‘labors, 
showing by example as well as precept that they are profitable servants of the 
Most High. But there are matters they are sometimes required to do that 
should be attended to by others, upon whom the duty of performance more 
immediately falls. We refer especially now to financial business. Here again 
-we may profitably allude to the injunction of the Apostle Paul that “ All 
things be done in order.” All monies paid to the Church should be applied 
to a distinctly stated fund, according to the option of the persons making the 
payments. It is also much better that the means be paid to the officers of 
the branches, and the amounts and funds for which the means is intended be 
duly recorded in the branch books, the individuals making the payments thus 
receiving credit in the branches as well as at this Office. 

By adhering to this plan the traveling elders will be greatly relieved from 
the care of handling and keeping accounts of monies that are paid for a variety 
of purposes, enabling them to spend more time in the work of evangelization. 
The elders appointed to travel in districts preside. over the branches within 
the limits of their appointments ; but it does not follow that they should be 
required to personally attend to all the details of business in each locality. 
The office of presidency is more especially for the supervision and direction of 
the labors of others, than in the personal performance of them. It is, how- 
ever, the duty of a presiding officer to see, in all kindness and charity, that 
those under his watch-care are practically performing the labors devolving 
upon them. 

There may be exceptions to this course, which we advance for general, not 
for universal acceptance and application. In cases where there are scattered 
members, not belonging to any organized branch, it will be frequently neces- 
sary for them to do their business immediately with the traveling elders. 
This may also occasionally be the case where persons reside at a considerable 
distance from the central point of the branch to which they are attached. 

In instances of the latter kind however, it will still be necessary for any 
financial business, even when thus done, to be duly recorded in the branch 
books. 

In further explanation of the ne¢essity of the wool of spreading the Gospel 

d other labors progressing as unrestrainedly in the absence of the 
traveling ministry as when they are present, we may state that experience 
and observation have taught us that great results are accomplished by wise, 
steady, persistent and persevering effort, more than by brilliant or vigorous 
- dashes counter-balanced by seasons of inactivity. The truth of this position 
is observable in everything. It is seen in individuals as well as organizations; 
hence the man of brilliant natural powers who is indifferent to the efficacy of 
persevering endeavor, is frequently eclipsed by his less bountifully gifted but 
more persistent ahd plodding fellow-man. So will it be in branehes. There 
may be a good deal of talent and ability to explain the Gospel and perform 
other necessary labors, and yet, either by those duties being spasmodically 
performed or else neglected, the work may be stagnant in the locality, when 
it may be flourishing in another place with fewer apparent 1 save 
the perseverance and application of those composing it. 

Now is a good time for the branches to properly and exactly do all the 
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necessary business pertaining to their own organizations. Now is the avail- 

able opportunity also for them to preach the Gospel in the various ways that 
have been so frequently laid before them in the pages of this journal. In all 
these things the presidents of branches are expected to lead. And if any 
man stand in the way of this work, blocking the wheels of progress, whatever 
his position may be, if a more efficient laborer can be found the obstruction 
should be removed and his place be more eligibly filled. The interests of the: 
work of God should be dearer to every man. than any other consideration.. 
There is an awakening among the people that appears quite general, and 
members are being added in goodly numbers. Let the work go on, for now 
is the time for each faithful laborer to thrust in his sickle and reap. 


THE OPPRESSED WOMEN OF UTAH. 
Amon the popular delusions abroad regarding the Latter-day Saints, is one 
to the effect that the women belonging to the Church are, in Utah, held in a 
species of bondage. They are supposed to be groaning and panting for the 
vaunted freedom of Gentileism. It is believed by a great many people that 
they would willingly sever the ties between themselves and the marital 
institutions of the Church. 

If they are thus held in bonds, the chains must sit lightly upon them, as 
they cling to them with the most persistent and affectionate tenacity. So 
much so that the sterner sex of Utah are perfectly willing to trust them with. 
powers and privileges that women do not possess elsewhere. This shows the. 
confidence reposed in them by tbe rougher mortals in that part of the globe. 

A good many years ago there was a popular wish abroad that the women of 
Utah should be invested with voting power. This, it was fondly, but fool- 
ishly, thought would solve the “ Mormon” question. It was supposed the 
ladies would throw off the masculine shackles by uniting with the non- 
“Mormon” portion of the people of Utah and voting against the brethren, 
thus ousting the latter from political office and power. 

The brethren showed their good sense by giving the women the . 
Their confidence was not misplaced, this political privilege being used by 
them to sustain those who were supposed to be their oppressors, but who 
were known to the ladies to be their best and dearest friends. 

A further evidence of the confidence and esteem in which the ladies a are. 
held by their brethren in Utah was given at the last session of the Utah 
Legislature, composed entirely of. “ Mormons.” A bill was passed by both 
branches of that body, removing all other political disabilities from women, 
thus placing them on a level with men in the matter of eligibility for holding 
any office in the gift of the people to bestow. 

The Governor of the Territory, Mr. George W. Emery, who is appointed to 
office by the President of the United States, did not, however, see fit to 
endorse the measure. Before it could be forwarded to the Congress of the. 
United States for the sanction of that body, it was necessary for the bill to. 
receive his official signature. This he failed to affix to it, notwithstanding: 
that it passed the Legislative House of Representatives on Feb. 17th, and the 
Council two days subsequently. It is an anomaly under a republican form of 
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government that the will of the people, as manifested through their law- 
making representatives, should be set aside by the opinion, whim or caprice 
of an official who is foisted upon them without their voice or sanction. 


Manchzsrzn conference will be held in Alexander's 
Assembly Booms, 114, Grosvenor Street, Manchester (near All Saints Church), 
on Sunday, April 4th, 1880. Services at 2.30 and 6.30p.m. A priesthood 
meeting will be held in the morning at 10 am. President Budge will be 
present. 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 
—0 


WoRKING FoR THE DRA D.— We have been permitted to peruse a letter from 
Brother John Pymm, of St. George, Utah, to Elder William Barnes, now 
laboring in Manchester Conference. We learn from it that the number of 
baptisms of the living for the dead performed in the Temple at that place 
during the three years last past, was 83,650. A proportionate amount of 
other sacred ordinance work was also attended to. The hearts of the children 
are turning to the fathers. | 

News From HOHE. The following is an extract from a letter recently 
received from Apostle F. D. Richards, written at Ogden :—“ At the con- 
ference lately held at Logan, a very pleasant time was enjoyed. The bishops 
evinced a better knowledge of their wards, a deeper and more fervent interest 
for the union, peace and spiritual growth of the Saints composing their flocks, 
One hundred and ninety-two thousand five hundred dollars have been dona- 
ted to the Temple work, and Superintendent Card assured me that, with the 
steady force he had last season, he will have the walls ready to receive the 

roof timbers by August, and perhaps as early as July. The timbers for the 
roof are sawed, hauled and piled on the Temple lot, ready for the carpenters 
to commence work on them as soon as spring weather shall permit. 

Mr. Hubert H. Bancroft, of San Francisco, who published Native Races 
of the Pacific States,’ some four or five years ago, is now engaged upon an im- 
mense work, giving the history of the races now occupying the same territory, 
and desires the material for a complete history of each of the States and 
Territories from Alaska to the Isthmus of Darien. The candor and impartial- 
ity of this celebrated author encourages the hope that Utah may obtain a fair 
representation of her true origin, character and condition, her growth, and 
possibly her hopes and aspirations, with a glance at her real destiny. May we 
not hope that the founders of Utah shall be put squarely before the world on 
the pages of history, in their true and proper light? It ought to be known at 
the close of half a century of our existence, that in all our exigencies of 

mortal life, we have never known the institution—Vigilance Committee 
among us in Utah or anywhere else, while it is doubtful if a State or Terri- 
tory beside, on the Pacific slope, has escaped the necessity of that institution 
as an aid to execute justice and maintain, in some — the inalienable 
rights of man.“ 
SOUTHERN R. W. wrote from Cedar City, Iron 
County, — llth. We take the following from his letter :—“I 
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am pleased to learn, through the Stax, of the success attehding the: “adinini. 
strations of the elders. I see that the Spirit of the Lord is abund 
poured out upon the brethren, which must be a source of joy and coinfort te 
all who have the welfare of the kingdom of (tod at heart. When I take up the 
papers, both local and foreign, and find the numetous disasters récorded 
therein, I am forcibly reminded of the sayings of the ancient and. modern 
prophets, that thie earth would be visited by famine, pestilencé, etc, and that 
men’s hearts should fail them for fear. Surely these things should cause the 

people to wake up from the lethargy into which many have fallen, and lend 
an ear to the faithful testimonies borne by the servants of God. 

We are having a very cold winter, in fact the coldest that has ever been 
known in this region. A great quantity of snow has fallen up to the present 
time, and there is a prospect for more. Many cattle are reported dead on the 
various ranges. The excessive drouth that prevailed throughout the land. last 
summer greatly curtailed the lucern crop, which is. now being felt very mate- 
rially. The price of hay is higher than has been known for the past twenty 
‘years. It is now in great demand at $30 per ton. Wheat is scarce in this 
southern part, and sells readily at $3 per hundred pounds, flour $5 per hun- 
es and the probability i is that in the coming summer beef and mutton will 

high prices, owing to the severe loss of cattle sustained this winter. 
Th health of the people is generally good. The Spirit of the Lord seems to 
be working in the hearts of the Saints. Our Sabbath meetings are generally 
well attended. Our ward is now divided into six districts. Each district 
holds a prayer meeting every Thursday evening, The good effects are plainly 
to be seen. The Young Men’s Mutual Improvement Association is perform- 
ing a good work among the youth of Zion. I believe I am safe in saying that 
the people are manifesting a greater zeal than heretofore to live up to their 
covenants and observe the laws of God, made known to them by His servants,” 

Lonpon.—In a private letter from President George H. Taylor, he makes 
the following quotation from a communication he had lately received from 
Elder Willey :—‘“I have just returned from Oxfordshire. In Great Barington 
I found a man who believed the Gospel, and on Feb, 22nd I baptized four 
who had never seen an elder nor heard one preach until I went there. I 
‘bore my testimony to a number, and three more said they believed, but were 
afraid the priest would turn tam out of their homes ant work if they em- 
the Gospel.” | 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


INCREASE IN BIRMINGHAM CONFER- | recently. He has also rater a lide 
. ENck. for meetings at Worcester, where he 
17 shortly to organize a branch. 
Birmin 1 March 3rd, 1880. It is some years, I believe, since the 

. 1 Saints held meetings in that place, 
Dear . John Alex- but we are in hopes of doin much 
ander sends excellent reports from d there. I enclose one of Brother 


the Hereford District. He informs — letters that you Gee 
me of the baptism of two persons | how things are progressing with 
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Elder W. W. Turner also sends en- 

from the Northamp- 
ton District, He expects to do a good 
work during the coming summer. 
The good Saints of Northampton have 


decided to present the Public Library | 


and Reading Rooms of that ples 
with the works of the Church,, also, 
a Star and JouRNaL regularly, hich, 
I understand, the managers of the 
Reading Rooms gra,willing to accept. 
Elder W. W. 8 is taking hold 
of the Stafford District in good style. 
I accompanied him partly through the 
district, visiting the Saints and hold- 
ing meetings. We found the people 
feeling well in the work of God, but 


cast down through being short of em- 
ployment and — able to obtain 
the necessaaries of life. Vet they are 
looking forward to a brighter day and 
praying earnestly for their deliverance 

Tbe Birmingham Branch is improv- 
ing, under the fatherly care of Elder 


Geo. Spokes, who, with his brethren, 
is laboring faithfully to roll on the 
work of God in this place. About 


two weeks ago I had the pleasure of 
administering the ordinance of ba 
tism to ten persons in this — 
eight of whom are new members. The 
present indications are that several 
more will come forward for baptism 
at an early date. With these additions 
and future prospects the brethren feel 
much encouraged to go on in the good 
work, realizing that God's blessings 
are attending their efforts to bring the 
honest truth-seeker to a knowledge of 
the Go 
I have received word of the death 
of our aged sister, Sarah Goode, of 
Maxstoke.. She was baptized in 1849, 
by Elder Wm. Bramall Doubtless 
you remember she was sorely 
afflicted and was unable to walk for 
several years prior to her baptism. 
She had to be taken to the water's 
edge in a — Ree carried down 


into the water, by Elder Bramall. 
After immersion she was able to walk 


out of the water by the assistance of 


the elder that baptized her, and from 


that hour, until within a few weeks of 
her death. 


not walked for seven years prior to 


ith, she had the complete use 
of her limbs, notwithstanding she had 


173 


her baptism. She has borne testi- 
= me of pore | 
imes. She-died, as. she ved, a 

ka 


good, fai tter-day Saint. 
Fou Brother in the Gospel, | 
E. M. Curtis... 
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THE HEALING POWER—ADDITIONS TO 
THE CHURCH. 


[The following is the letter alluded to 
in the communication of President 
E. M. Curtis :] 


Worcester, Feb. 18th, 1880. 

President E. M. Curtis. 
Dear Brother, — Last Sunday week, 
Feb. 8th, I left this place for Ridge- 
Cross, getting there about noon. 
I found Brother John T. Williams 
very sick from sore throat. He had 
been unable to work for some days 
and could not eat any solid food. 
His throat was badly _ ulcerated, 
When the elders got together we ad- 
ministered to him, according to the 
ordinance of the Church. Next morn- 
ing the ulceration had entirely disap- 
d. Last Sunday he was quite 
well, ‘attending to his duties at meet- 
ing and ready for his work on Mon- 


On Wednesday I went to Suckley, 


to see Brother Cook and his wife. 
Brother Cook had been unable to 
work for several weeks, and he re- 
quested me to administer to a 
which I did. His wife had a painf 
swelling over her right ear, and her 
face was much swollen, her eye, in 
consequence, being nearly cl At 
her request I anointed her face and 
attended to the ordinance of the lay- 
ing on of hands. I left to go back on 
the following Saturday morning. Bro- 
ther Cook subsequently came for the 
elders to go and see his sick child, two 
rears old, who was not expected to 
ive. He had come three miles on 
psa Brother John Williams and 
administered to the child. The 
mother, whose face had been in such 
a bad condition two days before, was 
‘Healed, there being no appearance of 
the complaint. ext morning, we 


called to see Brother Cook and family 
and found the child completely re- 
covered. We acknowledged thé hand 


of the Lord in giving us the blessings 


| 


